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(54) SURFACTANT, AND EMULSION COSMETIC AND LIPOSOME EACH CONTAINING THE SAME 

(57) A surfactant containing at least one trehalose-6-fatty acid ester represented by general formula (I) (wherein R 
represents C 8 -C22 (un)saturated acyl which may be substituted by OH, etc.) and excellent in surface activity and safety; 
an emulsion cosmetic containing the surfactant and a water-soluble polymer, excellent in prolonged storage stability 
and organoleptic characteristics, and reduced in skin stimulation, and having a beautiful appearance with a fine texture; 
and a liposome having a membrane wall comprising the trehalose ester and being excellent in physical and chemical 
stabilities such as prolonged preservability. 
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Description 

Field of the Invention 

5 The present invention relates to a surfactant which has excellent surface activity and safety. 
The invention also relates to a detergent with excellent safety, containing the surfactant . 
The invention further relates to an emulsion-type cosmetic composition with excellent emulsion stability, safety to 
skin and sensory properties, containing the surfactant. 

w Background of the Invention 

A number of compounds are known as surfactants and used in many applications. However, most of those sur- 
factants irritate skin when they are used in cosmetics, such as shampoos, rinses, soaps and other cosmetic composi- 
tions, which contact with a human body directly. Therefore, lower irritating surfactants have been desired. 

is In many emulsions use is made of nonionic surfactants having a polyoxyethylene chain, anionic surfactants such 
as fatty acid soaps, cationic surfactants or ampholytic surfactants. However, there was a problem that emulsion-type 
cosmetic compositibns with those synthetic surfactants generally tend to irritate skin. Also, even with nonionic sur- 
factants which are said to be less irritating, most of them fit poorly to skin because of their polyoxyethylene chains. 
On the other hand, alkylesterif ied sugars are nonionic surfactants which have been used widely in foods, cosmetics 

20 and the like. Among others, sucrose alkylesters in which sucrose constitutes a sugar skeleton are used widely and seen 
in many publications( Japanese Patent Application Laid Open No.56-55306/1981). However.those are insufficient in 
sensory properties and long-term storage stability. Also, it is known to use, as a surfactant, trehalose-e.S'-dialkylester 
in which a trehalose derivative constitutes a sugar skeleton( Japanese Patent Application Laid Open Nos.60- 
25819/1985 and 62-91236/1987). Those are insufficient in emulsifiability. 

25 Synthesis of trehalose fatty acid ester are reported in Chem. Phar. Bull., 30 (4) pp1 169-1 174, (1982), where syn- 
thesis of 6-stearoyl-trehalose and 6,6'-distearoyl-trehalose and the analysis of them using NMR, etc. are described. 
Those esters are reported to have anti-tumor activity against Ehrlich ascites tumor in mice. There is no description or 
suggestion that they show properties as a surfactant. An emulsion-type anti-tumor agent is known in which a specific 
emuls'rfier composition is combined with trehalose-6,6'-difatty acid ester as an anti-tumor agent in order to solve a dis- 

30 advantage that the ester is difficult to dissolve in water( Japanese Patent Application Laid Open No.61 -289038/1986). 
In consideration of surface activity, fbamability, washing ability and so forth for a surfactant, the presence of a single 
lipophilic moiety is said to be preferred. For example, glucose fatty acid monoester is reported in Japanese Patent Appli- 
cation Laid Open No.03-1 57349/1 991. However, this has a disadvantage that a stable emulsion can not be obtained 
due to its weak hydrophilicity. 

35 

Disclosure of the Invention 

A purpose of the invention is to provide a surfactant that has excellent surface activity and safety. 

Another purpose of the invention is to provide a detergent that has excellent safety. 
40 A further purpose of the invention is to provide an emulsion-type cosmetic that has low irritation to skin, long-term 
storage stability, excellent sensory properties and beautiful appearance with fine surface texture. 

The present invention is a surfactant containing one or more of trehalose-6-fatty acid esters represented by the fol- 
lowing formula: 

45 CH,OR OH 
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wherein R represents a saturated or unsaturated acyi group having 8-22 carbon atoms, and may have substrtu- 
ents such as a hydroxy! group. 

One preferred embodiment of the invention is a surfactant containing 6-(10-undecylenyi)-trehalose represented by 
the following formula: 

CH 2 OCO(CH 2 ) g CH = CH 2 OH 
0 

0 H 





- 0 - 

H0 \ 0H / \ H0H 2 c/0H 





0 H 



Another preferred embodiment of the invention is a surfactant containing 6-lauroyl-trehalose. 
Further, another preferred embodiment of the invention is a surfactant containing 6-stearoyl-trehalose. 
Also, the invention is a detergent characterized in that it contains a surfactant containing one or more of trehalose- 
's 6-fatty acid esters represented by the following formula: 

C H 2 0 R OH 




0 H 
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wherein R is a saturated or unsaturated acyl group having 8-22 carbon atoms, and may have substrtuents such 
as a hydroxy! group. 

Further, the invention is an emulsion-type cosmetic composition characterized in that it contains one or more of tre- 
45 halose-6-fatty acid esters represented by the following formula: 



50 



3 



EP 0 729 781 A1 



C H 2 0 R 



0 H 
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wherein R is a saturated or unsaturated acyl group having 8-22 carbon atoms, and may have substituents such 
asahydroxyl;and 

a water-soluble polymer. 



Best Mode of the Invention 

The trehalose-6-fatty acid ester of the invention can be obtained by a condensation reaction of trehalose with a fatty 
acid or by an ester interchange reaction between trehalose and a fatty acid ester. 
25 Examples of the fatty acid or fatty acid ester which can be used in the invention include synthetic fatty acids and 
esters thereof, natural fatty acids, such as soybean fatty acid, beef tallow, cotton seed oil. olive oil. palm oil and so forth, 
and fatty acid esters thereof with lower alkyl groups, which esters are obtained in any conventional method. 

Trehalose which can be used in the invention may be a , a -trehalose, a , p-trehalose, p , p-trehalose or mixtures 
thereof. 

30 The trehalose-6-fatty acid of the invention can be obtained in any usual method of producing sucrose alkyl esters, 
as described in US Patent Nos.2893990 and 3963699, Japanese Patent Application Laid Openlaid Nos.36-21 71 7/1 961 
and 53-6130/1978. alt of which are incorporated herein by reference. 

The trehalose-6-fatty acid ester is obtained as a main reaction product in these methods. In some cases, there are 
contained small amounts of unreacted trehalose and trehalose-6,6*-fatty acid diester as a side-reaction product. The 

35 trehalose-6-fatty acid ester may be purified in a conventional manner before used, if desired. However, the trehalose-6- 
fatty acid may be used together with small amounts of unreacted trehalose and trehalose-6,6'-fatty acid diester, 
because the trehalose-6-fatty acid can exhibit surface activity even in the presence of them. 

The trehalose-6-fatty acid ester used in the invention is preferably those in which a fatty acid radical, i.e. an acyl 
group, has a linear or branched, saturated alkyl or alkenyl group having 8-22 carbon atoms. Examples of those include 

40 trehalose monocaprytate, trehalose monononanoate, trehalose monocaprate, trehalose monoundecanoate, trehalose 
monolaurate, trehalose monomyristate, trehalose monopalmitate, trehalose monostearate, trehalose monoarachidate, 
trehalose monobehenate, trehalose monoundecylenate, trehalose monooleate, trehalose monolinoleate. trehalose 
monolinolenate, trehalose monoisostearate, trehalose monohydroxystearate, and trehalose monoricinoleate. One or 
more from these trehalose-6-fatty acid esters can be used in the invention. 

45 The surfactant of the invention preferably contains one or more selected from 6-(10-undecylenyl)-trehalose, 6-lau- 
royl-trehalose and 6-stearoyl-trehalose. 

The surfactant of the invention has excellent surface activity and safety to skin and also may be used as an emul- 
srfier in foods. 

The skin or hair washing agent detergent of the invention preferably contains one or more of the trehalose-6-fatty 
so acid ester in an amount of 1 -50 wt.%, particularly 1 0-35 wt.%. It may further contain other surfactants. 

The cosmetic composition of the invention contains one or more of the above trehalose-6-fatty acid ester and a 
water-soluble polymer. The content of the above trehalose-6-fatty acid ester in the cosmetic composition is preferably 
0.01-20 wt.%, particularly 0.1-10 wt.%, based on the total weight of the cosmetic composition. If the content is less than 
0.01 wt.%, the emulsion stability of the cosmetic composition tends to decrease during its storage. On the other hand, 
55 if it is more than 20 wt.%, it is difficult to obtain fine feeling in use. 

The water-soluble polymer used in the invention may be generally any of those used in cosmetic compositions or 
pharmaceutical bases. Examples of the water-soluble polymer include guar gum, roastbean gum, queensseed, cara- 
geenan, galactan, arabic gum, tragacarrth, pectin, mannan, starch, xanthan gum, dextrin, succinoglucan, curdlan, gel- 
atin, casein, albumin, collagen, methyl cellulose, ethyl cellulose, hydroxyethyl cellulose, hydroxypropyl cellulose, 
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carboxymethyl cellulose, methylhydroxypropyl cellulose, soluble starch, carboxymethyl starch, methyl starch, propyl- 
eneglycol alginate, salts of alginic acid, polyvinylalcohol, polyvinylpyrrolidone, polyvinylmethylether, carboxyvinyl poly- 
mers, sodium polyacrylate, polyethyleneglycd, ethylene oxide/propylene oxide copolymers, cationated cellulose, 
sodium chondroitin sulfate, and sodium hyaluronate. These water-soluble polymers may be used alone or in combina- 
5 tion. 

The content of the above water-soluble polymer is preferably 0.001 -40 wt.%, particularly 0,01-20 wt.%. on the basis 
of the total weight of the cosmetic composition. If the content is less than 0.001 wt.%, the emulsion stability of the cos- 
metic composition tends to decrease during its storage. On the other hand, if it is more than 40 wt.%, it is difficult to 
obtain fine feeling in use. 

10 The cosmetic composition of the invention may contain one or more oil substances that can usually be used in cos- 
metic compositions or pharmaceutical bases, if necessary, such as hydrocarbons, such as liquid paraffin, squalane. 
vaseline and microcrystalline wax; ester oils, such as isopropylmyristate, cetyl-2-ethylhexalate, glyceryl-tri-2-ethylhex- 
anoate, vitamin C palmitate, vitamin C stearate, vitamin C sulfate and vitamin E acetate; waxes, such as beeswax and 
spermaceti; vegetable oils, such as avocado oil, almond oil, rice bran oil, olive oil. castor oil, rapeseed oil, saffron oil, 

is corn oil, wheat germ oil, soybean oil, cotton-seed oil, tea-seed oil and jojoba oil; animal oils, such as turtle oil, mink oil 
and yolk oil; higher alcohols, such as cetyl alcohol, stearyl alcohol, oleyl alcohol, octyldodecanol and behenyl alcohol; 
higher fatty acids, such as laurylic acid, myristic acid, palmitic acid, stearic acid, oleic acid, linolic acid, linolenic acid, 
ricinoleic acid and isostearic acid; silicone oils, such as dimethylsilicone, methylphenylsilicone and cyclic silicone; other 
silicone resins and silicone polymers. 

20 The cosmetic composition of the invention may contain polyvalent alcohols, such as ethyleneglycol, propylenegly- 
col, 1,3-butyleneglycol, dipropyleneglycol, glycerin, and polyglycerins such as diglycerin, triglycerin, tetraglycerin, pen- 
taglycerin and hexaglycerin; trimethylolpropane, 1 ,2,6-hexatriol, glucose, maltose, maltitol, sucrose, fructose, xylitol, 
mannitol, sorbitol, maltotriose, threitol, sorbitan, starch-decomposed sugar and starch decompoed reducing alcohol, 
alone or in combination thereof. 

25 The cosmetic composition of the invention may contain any ingredients customarily used in cosmetics and phar- 
maceutical bases, such as humectants, active ingredients, fragrances, preservatives, colorants. U V absorbents, astrin- 
gents, synthetic surfactants, pigments(e.g., kaolin, mica, sericite, talc, yellow iron oxide, red iron oxide and titanium 
oxide) and water. 

The cosmetic composition of the invention includes massage creams, cleansing creams, skin creams, foundation 
30 creams, makeup bases, hair creams, massage jellys, and medicinal jellys, but is not limited to those. 

The invention will be explained further in detail in reference to the following Examples, but shall not be limited to 
those. 

Preparation of trehalose-6-fatty acid ester 

35 

Example 1. Preparation of 6-(10-undecylenyl)-trehalose 

a) One hundred grams of a , a-trehalose were dissolved in 400 ml of dimethylformamide, to which added were 
52.4g of methyl 10-undecylenate and 1 .0g of potassium hydroxide, heated to 100°C and then stirred for 12 hours. 

40 After this reaction solution was cooled, unreacted methyl 1 0-undecylenate was removed by extracting the solution 
with 400 ml of hexane three times. The dimethylformamide solution containing the desired substance was concen- 
trated to about 200 ml in vacuum, to which, then, 1 .000 ml of acetone was added to precipitate unreacted trehalose 
which was subsequently filtered out. The precipitate were washed with 100ml of n-butanol, and the washing liquid 
was combined with the above filtrate. The filtrate was distilled in vacuum to obtain a yellowish viscous syrup. This 

45 viscous syrup was subjected to silica gel chromatography (developing solvent: chloroform/methanol = 4/1) so as to 
remove remaining unreacted substances. A fraction containing the desired substance was distilled in vacuum to 
obtain 24.3g of a yellowish viscous syrup. 

b) The resultant syrup was analyzed by 13 C-NMR spectroscopy. Signals were confirmed for a carbonyl group at 
1 75.5ppm, terminal methylene group at 1 40. 1 1 and 1 1 4.73ppm, and 6- and 6'-positions of trehalose at 64.4 and 

so 62.64ppm. This indicates the formation of 6-(1 0-undecylenyl)-trehalose. 

Example 2. Preparation of 6-lauroyl-trehaIose 

The procedures of Example 1a) were repeated with the exception that 62.5g of methyl laurate was used instead of 
55 52.4g of methyl 10-undecylenate. 27.3g of a white solid were obtained. 

The resultant white solid was analyzed by 13 C-NMR spectroscopy. Signals were confirmed for a carbonyl group at 
175.5ppm, and 6- and 6-positions of trehalose at 64.4 and 62.64ppm. The solid was analyzed by FAB-MS spectrometry 
with Nal and a peak at 547(M(molecular weight of the parent peak)+23) was confirmed. These indicate the formation 
of 6-lauroyl-trehalose. 
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Example 3. Preparation of 6-stearoyl-trehalose 

The procedures of Example 1a) were repeated with the exception that 87.1g of methyl stearate was used instead 
of 52.4g of methyl 10-undecylenate. 32.1 g of a white solid was obtained. The resultant white solid was analyzed by 
5 FAB-MS spectrometry with Nal and a peak at 631 (M(molecular weight of the parent peak)+23) was confirmed. This 
indicates the formation of 6-stearoyl-trehalose. 

Example 4. Preparation of trehalose-6-soybean fatty acid ester 

w One hundred grams of a , a -trehalose were dissolved in 400ml of dimethylfbrmamide. To this solution added were 
60g of a methyester of soybean fatty acid and 1 .0g of potassium hydroxide, heated to 100°C , and then stirred for 18 
hours. After this reaction solution was cooled, the unreacted methylester of soybean fatty acid was removed by extract- 
ing the reaction solution with 400 ml of hexane five times. The dimethylformamide solution containing the desired sub- 
stance was concentrated to about 200ml in vacuum, to which 1 ,500ml of acetone was added to precipitate unreacted 

15 trehalose which was subsequently filtered off. The precipitates were washed with 100ml of n-butanol, and the washing 
liquid was combined with the above filtrate. The filtrate was distilled in vacuum to obtain 41 .6g of trehalose-6-soybean 
fatty acid ester as a yellowish viscous syrup, which contained 6-linoleyl-trehalose as a primary component. 

Example 5. Preparation of trehalose-6-palm oil fatty acid ester 

20 

The procedures of Example 4 were repeated with the exception that 60g of a methylester of palm oil fatty acid were 
used instead of 60g of methylester of soybean fatty acid to obtain 34. 9g of trehalose-6-palm oil fatty acid ester as a yel- 
lowish viscous syrup, which contained 6-lauroyl-trehalose as a primary component. 

25 Safety Test 

As a safety test on the above trehalose-6-fatty acid esters, irritation to skin was examinaed in accordance with the 
following procedures. 

An adhesive plaster for patch test which had been impregnated with 1ml of a 0.2% solution of the surfactant was 
30 put on 20 subjects for 24 hours. Irritaion was evaluated 24 hours after removing the patch. The result was rated by per- 
centage of positive subjects who showed an clear erythema. The results are as shown in Table 1 . Sodium laurylphos- 
phate used as a control is a surfactant which is usually used in shampoos, body shampoos and the like. 



Sample(0.1% solution) 


Irritation to skin, 
positive, % 


6-(10-Undecylenyl)-trehalose 


0 


6-Lauroyl-trehaIose 


0 


6-Stearoyl-trehalose 


0 


Trehalose-6-soybean fatty acid ester 


0 


Trehalose-6-palm fatty acid ester 


0 


Control (Monosodium lauryl phosphate) 


0.5 



so As seen from Table 1, the trehalose-6-fatty acid ester of the invention has no irritation to skin and has excellent 
safety to skin. 

Examples 6-8. Preparation of a skin washing agent 

55 Liquid skin washing agents having the compositions shown in Table 2 were prepared using the 6-(1 0-undecylenyl)- 
trehalose, 6-laurolyl-trehalose, trehalose-6-palm oil fatty acid ester prepared above. These washing agents were used 
to wash face. Soil was removed completely and the feeling was fine. 



6 



EP 0 729 781 A1 



Table 2 



LfOrnponeru 


example 
6wt.% 


example 
7wt.% 


example 
8wt% 


6-(10-Undecylenyl) -trehalose 


25.0 






6-Laurolyl-trehalose 


- 


15.0 


- 


Trehalose-6-palm oil fatty acid ester 






25.0 


Mirano! C2M (Miranol) 


5.0 


5.0 


5.0 


Glycerine 


10.0 


10.0 


10.0 


Carboxyvinyl polymer 


0.6 


0.6 


0.6 


Perfume (citrus type composition) 


0.4 


0.4 


0.4 


Water 


59.0 


69.0 


59.0 



20 

Examples 9 and 10 Preparation of a hair washing agent 

Hair washing agents having the compositions shown in Table 3 were prepared using the 6-(10-undecylenyl)-treha- 
25 lose or 6-laurolyl-trehalose prepared above. These washing agents were used to wash hair. Foaming was excellent and 
the feeling was fine. 



Table 3 



Component 


Example 
9wt.% 


Example 
10wt.% 


6-(10-Undecylenyl) -trehalose 


20.0 




6-Laurolyl-trehalose 




20.0 


Palm oil fatty acid diethanol amide 


5.0 


5.0 


Cationated cellulose 


0.5 


0.5 


Perfume (fresh floral composition) 


0.5 


0.5 


Water 


74.0 


74.0 



45 Examples 11-13 Preparation of oil-in-water skin creams 

Oil-in-water skin creams having the compositions shown in Table 4 were prepared using the above-prepared 6-(10- 
undecylenyl)-trehalose, 6-stearoly-trehalose or trehalose-6-soybean fatty acid ester. These creams showed extremely 
good emulsif ication, and had fine adaptation to skin without stickiness. 

50 



55 
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Table 4 



Component 


Example 

4 4 ia«+ Of 


Example 

4 O O/ 


Example 

4 0 t«ft O/ 
13 Wt.% 


o-(iu-unaecyienyi; -trenaiose 


1 .0 






6-Stearoly-trehalose 




4 R 




Trehalose-6-soybean fatty acid ester 






4 C 

1 .5 


Glycerol monostearate 






O it 


OdyiClllAJI IUI 


4 0 


4 0 


4 0 


Solid paraffin 


5.0 


5.0 


5.0 


Squalane 


10.0 


10.0 


15.0 


Octyldodecyl myristearate 


5.0 


5.0 




Glycerine 


5.0 


5.0 


5.0 


Perfume (floral composition) 


0.1 


0.1 


0.1 


Water 


67.0 


67.0 


67.0 



25 

Preparation of Cosmetic Composing 

The evaluation for various properties of the cosmetic compositions was performed in accordance with the following 
method. 

30 

(1) Long-term stability test 

Each sample was placed in a thermostat bath at 45°C for 1 -6 months, and then its appearance was evaluated by 
the naked eye. 

35 

(2) Sensory properties test 

The sensory properties were evaluated as a whole for feeling on application (adaptation to skin) and finishing after 
application (dampish) by three examiners. 

40 

(3) Appearance testing 

The skin surface texture and beauty were evaluated by the naked eye. 
45 (4)Skin irritating test 



A patch test adhesive plaster which was impregnated with the sample composition was put on 20 subjects for 24 
hours, and then irritation was evaluated 24 or 48 hours after the detachment of the adhesive plaster. Individuals who 
showed clear erythema were regarded as positive. The result is indicated as a ratio of the positives. 

Examples 14-17 Preparation of Skin Milks 



Skin milks were prepared with the formulations shown in Table 5 using the above-prepared 6-luroyi-trehalose as 
the trehalose-6-fatty acid ester in the following manner. Components 1 -5 in Table 5 were mixed and dissolved homoge- 
55 neously at about 80 °C (Solution 1). Components 6-10 and 12 in the Table were mixed and dissolved homogeneously 
at about 80 °C (Solution 2). The above Solution 2 was then added to Solution 1 under stirring with a homomixer to emul- 
sify them, and then the mixture was cooled to room temperature under stirring. During the cooling, Component 1 1 was 
added at a time when the temperature became 70 °C , and further the mixture was cooled to room temperature before 
stopping the stirring. 
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Properties of the resultant skin milks are as shown in Table 5. 



Table 5 



5 


Component 


Ex.14 


Ex.15 


Ex.16 


Ex.17 




glyceryl monostearate (selfemulstfication type) 


1.0 


1.0 


1.0 


1.0 




liquid paraffin 


10.0 


10.0 


10.0 


10.0 


10 


squalane 


1.0 


1.0 


1.0 


1.0 


cholesterol 


0.5 


0.5 


0.5 


0.5 




cetylalcohol 


0.1 


0.1 


0.1 


0.1 




dipropyleneglycol 


5.0 


5.0 


5.0 


5.0 


15 


glycerine 


1.0 


1.0 


1.0 


1.0 




carboxyvinyl polymer 


0.3 


0.3 


0.3 


0.3 




6-lauroyl-trehalose 


0.1 


0.5 


1.0 


5.0 


20 


methyl para-hydrooxybenzoate 


0.2 


0.2 


0.2 


0.2 


perfume 


0.2 


0.2 


0.2 


0.2 




purified water 


balance 


balance 


balance 


balance 




Properties 










25 


long-term stability (45°C ,4 months) 


good 


good 


good 


good 




sensory properties 












(adapting to skin) 


good 


good 


good 


good 


30 


(dampish feeling) 


good 


good 


good 


good 




appearance 


good 


good 


good 


good 




irritation to skin (posrtive,%) 


0 


0 


0 


0 



35 

As seen from this Table, the skin milks of Examples 14-17 had excellent long-term stability, sensory properties and 
appearance, and also had no irritation to skin. 

Comparative Examples 1 -3 Preparation of Skin Milks 

40 

Skin milks were prepared with the formulations shown in Table 6 as in Examples 14-17. 



45 
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The properties of the resultant skin milks are as shown in Table 6. 



Table 6 



5 


Component 


Comp.Ex.1 


Comp.Ex.2 


Comp. Ex.3 




glyceryl-monostearate (selfemulsrf ication type) 


1.0 


1.0 


1.0 




liquid paraffin 


10.0 


10.0 


10.0 


10 


squalane 


1.0 


1.0 


1,0 


cholesterol 


0.5 


0.5 


0.5 




cetylalcohol 


0.1 


0.1 


0.1 




dipropyleneglycol 


5.0 


5.0 


5.0 


15 


glycerine 


1.0 


1.0 


1.0 




carboxyvinyl polymer 


0.3 




0.3 




6-lauroyl-trehalose 




1.0 




20 


sucrose fatty acid ester 






1.0 


methyl parahydroxybenzoate 


0.2 


0.2 


0.2 




perfume 


0.2 


0.2 


0.2 




purified water 


balance 


balance 


balance 


25 


Properties 










long-term stability (45°C ,4 months) 


separated 


separated 


good 




sensory properties 








30 


(adapting to skin) 


bad 


bad 


good 




(dampish feeling) 


inferior 


inferior 


good 




appearance 


bad 


inferior 


good 




irritation to skin (positive.%) 


0 


0 


0.5 



35 



As seen from this Table, Comparative Example 1 which lacked trehalose-6-fatty acid ester and Comparative Exam- 
ple 2 which lacked a water-soluble polymer had problems in the long-term stability, sensory properties and appearance. 
40 On the other hand, Comparative Example 3 which contained sucrose fatty acid ester which is an emulsif ier usually used 
for cosmetics had a problem in the irritation to skin. 

Examples 18-20 and Comparative Examples 4 and 5 

45 Preparation of Skin Creams 

Skin milks were prepared with the formulations shown in Table 7 using the above-prepared 6-stearoyl-trehalose as 
the trehalose-6-fatty acid ester in the following manner. 

Components 1 -7 in Table 7 were mixed and dissolved homogeneously at about 80 °C (Solution 1 ). Components 7- 
50 9 and 1 1 in the Table were mixed and dissolved homogeneously at about 80 °C (Solution 2). The above Solution 2 was 
then added to Solution 1 under stirring with a homomixer to emulsify them, and subsequently the mixture was cooled 
to room temperature under stirring. During the cooling, Component 10 was added at a time when the temperature 
became 70 °C , and further the mixture was cooled to room temperature before stopping the stirring. 
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Properties of the resultant skin creams are as shown in Table 7. 



Table 7 



5 


Component 


Ex.18 


Ex.19 


Ex.20 


Comp.4 


Comp.5 




olive oil 


5.0 


5.0 


5.0 


5.0 


5.0 




liquid paraffin 


15.0 


15.0 


15.0 


15.0 


15.0 


10 


beeswax 


2.0 


2.0 


2.0 


2.0 


2.0 


cetylalcohol 


8.0 


8.0 


8.0 


8.0 


8.0 




glycely) monostearate 


3.0 


3.0 


3.0 


3.0 


3.0 




white vaseline 


3.0 


3.0 


3.0 


3.0 


3.0 


15 


6-stearoly -trehalose 


1.0 


1.0 


1.0 


1.0 


- 




xanthan gum 


0.01 


0.5 


1.0 


- 


10.0 




methyl para-hydroxybenzoate 


0.3 


0.3 


0.3 


0.3 


0.3 


20 


perfume 


0.1 


0.1 


0.1 


0.1 


0.1 


purified water 


balance 


balance 


balance 


balance 


balance 




Properties 














long-term stability (45°C ,6 months) 


good 


good 


good 


separated 


separated 


25 


sensory properties 














(adapting to skin) 


good 


good 


good 


good 


bad 




(dampish feeling) 


good 


good 


good 


good 


inferior 


30 


appearance property 


good 


good 


good 


good 


bad 




irritation to skin (positive, %) 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 



35 As seen from this Table, the skin creams of Examples 18-20 had excellent long-term stability, sensory properties 
and appearance, and also had no irritation to skin. On the other hand, Comparative Example 5 which lacked trehalose- 
6-fatty acid ester had problems in long-term stability, sensory properties and appearance. Comparative Example 4 
which lacked a water-soluble polymer had a problem in long-term stability. 

40 Example 21 Preparation of a Makeup Base 

A makeup base was prepared with the following formulation. Trehalose monoisostearate used in this example was 
synthesized from trehalose and methyl isostearate as in Example 1 . 

45 



50 



55 
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Formulation: 



5 





Component 






1. liquid paraffin 


12.0 




2.squalane 


3.0 


10 


3.glycelol monostearate 


1.5 




4.cholesterol 


0.2 




S.cetylalcohol 


0.5 


15 


6.trehalose monoisostearate 


1.5 




7.glycerin 


5.0 




8.carageenan 


0.5 


20 


9.methyl para-hydoxybenzoate 


0.3 


lO.xthantan gum 


1.0 




1 1 .dipropyleneglycol 


0.8 




12. titanium oxide 


0.5 


25 


13.perfume 


0.1 




U.purified water 


balance 



30 The oil components 1 -6 in the above formulation were mixed and dissolved at about 80 °C (Solution 1). The aque- 
ous components 7-10 and 14 were mixed and melted at about 80 °C (Solution 2). Also, Component 12 was dispersed 
in Component 1 1 (Dispersion). The above Solution 2 was then added to Solution 1 under stirring with a homomixer to 
emulsify them. Subsequently, Dispersion 1 was added to the mixture and stirred. The mixture was cooled to room tem- 
perature under stirring. During the cooling, Component 13 was added at a time when the temperature become 70 °C, 

35 and further the mixture was cooled to room temperature before stopping the stirring. 

The makeup base thus prepared was an oil-in-water emulsion. After 4-month storage in a thermostat bath at 45°C, 
it had extremely good stability and also had good sensory properties (adapting to skin, dampish feeling) and good 
appearance (surface texture). 

40 Example 22 Preparation of A Hair Cream 

A hair cream was prepared with the following formulation. Trehalose monodocosanate used in this example was 
synthesized from trehalose and methyl docosanate as in Example 1 . 

45 
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Formulation: 



Component 




1 .stearic acid 


0.5 


2.squalane 


2.0 


3. liquid paraffin 


40.0 


4.glycelol monostearate 


0.0 


5.dimethylpoiysiloxane 


1.0 


6.butyl para-hydoxybenzoate 


0.1 


7.trehalose monodocosanate 


2.0 


8.propyleneglycol 


2.0 


y.ovJl UllUI 


3 0 


10-glycerin 


3.0 


1 1 .methylcellulose 


0.3 


12.tetra-sodium edetate 


0.1 


13.methyJ para-hydoxybenzoate 


0.2 


14.sodium chondroitin sulfate 


0.3 


15.perfume 


0.3 


1 G.purif ied water 


balance 



The oil components 1 -7 in the above formulation were mixed and dissolved at about 80 °C (Solution 1). The aque- 
ous components 8-1 4 and 16 were mixed and melted at about 80 °C (Solution 2). The above Solution 2 was then added 
35 to Solution 1 under stirring with a homomixer to emulsify them, and cooled to room temperature under stirring. During 
the cooling, Component 1 5 was added just at a time when the temperature became 70 °C , and further the mixture was 
cooled to room temperature before stopping the stirring. 

The hair cream thus obtained had extremely good stability after 6-month storage in a thermoatat bath at 45°C . It 
had also good sensory properties (adapting to skin, dampish feeling) and good appearance (surface texture). 

40 

Example 23 Preparation of A Cleansing Cream 

A cleansing cream was prepared with the following formulation. The trehalose monolinoleate and the trehalose 
monocaprateused in this Example were synthesized from trehalose and methyl linolenate or methyl caprate as in 
45 Example 1. 



50 
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Component 




1. beeswax 


5.0 


2.cetylalcohol 


2.0 


3 .liquid paraffin 


15.0 


4.vaseline 


17.0 


5.glycelol monostearate 


3.0 


6.dimethylpolysiloxane 


3.0 


7.butyl para-hydoxybenzoate 


0.1 


8.treha!ose monolinoleate 


3.0 


9.trehalose monocaprate 


3.0 


lO.sodium N-stearoyl-L-glutamate 


2.0 


11. glycerin 


4.0 


12.methyl para-hydoxybenzoate 


0.3 


13.dipropy1eneglycol 


2.0 


1 4.polyvinylpyrrolidon 


2.0 


15.purified water 


balance 



The oil components 1-8 in the above formulation were mixed and dissolved at about 80 °C (Solution 1). The aque- 
ous components 9-15 were mixed and melted at about 80 °C (Solution 2). The above Solution 2 was then added to 
Solution 1 under stirring with a homomixer to emulsify them, and cooled to room temperature under stirring. After that, 
the stirring was stopped. 

The cleansing cream thus prepared had extremely good stability after 6-month storage in a thermostat bath at 
45°C. It had also good sensory properties (adapting to skin, dampish feeling) and good appearance (surface texture). 

Example 24 Preparation of A Massage Jelly 

A massage jelly was prepared with the following formulation. 
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Formulation: 



5 





Component 






Lsqualane 


10.0 




2.olive oil 


4.0 


in 
1U 


3.vrtamin E acetate 


0.2 




4.liqukJ paraffin 


8.0 




5.polyoxyethylene cetylether(2 E.O) 


2.0 


15 


6.trehalose monolaurate 


2.0 




7.glycerin 


35.0 




8.dipropyleneglycol 


20.0 




9.poiyvinylalcohol 


18.0 


20 


lO.dipotassium glycyrrhizeinate 


0.1 




11. purified water 


balance 



25 

The oil components 1 -6 in the above formulation were mixed and dissolved at about 80 °C (Solution 1). The aque- 
ous components 7-1 1 were mixed and melted at about 80 °C (Solution 2). The above Solution 2 was then added to 
Solution 1 under stirring with a homomixer, and the mixture was cooled to room temperature under stirring. After that, 
the stirring was stopped. 

30 The massage jelly thus prepared had extremely good stability after 6-month storage in a thermostat bath at 45°C. 
It had also good sensory properties (adapting to skin, dampish feeling) and good appearance (surface texture). 

Example 25 Preparation of A Cleansing Gel 

35 The cleansing gel was prepared with the following formulation. Trehalose monomyristate used in this Example was 
synthesized from trehalose and methyl myristate as in Example 1 . 
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Component 




1 .2-ethyl hexanoic acid triglyceride 


5.0 


2.olive oil 


41.0 


3.liquid paraffin 


15.0 


4.dimethylpolysiloxan 


2.0 


5.glycerin 


20.0 


6.trehalose monolaurate 


7.0 


7.trehalose monomyristate 


2.0 


8.polyoxyethylenesorbitan monolaurate{20 E.O.) 


2.0 


9.carboxyvinyl polymer 


0.7 


lO.purrfied water 


balance 



The oil components 1-4 in the above formulation were mixed and dissolved at about 80 °C (Solution 1). The aque- 
ous components 5-10 were mixed and melted at about 80 °C (Solution 2). The above Solution 2 was then added to 
Solution 1 under stirring with a homomixer, and the mixture was cooled to room temperature under stirring. After that, 
the stirring was stopped. 

The cleansing gel thus prepared had extremely good stability after 6-month storage in a thermostat bath at 45°C. 
It had also good sensory properties (adapting to skin, dampish feeling) and good appearance (surface texture). 

The present invention relates also to a liposome which is characterized in that it has a wall membrane formed from 
trehalose fatty acid ester and which is useful in drugs, quasi-drugs .cosmetics and so forth. 

Liposome is a closed vesicle whose wall membrane is composed of a lipid bilayer. Natural biomembrane is said to 
have lipid dyad membrane structure. The present liposeome has biomembrane-like structure. Therefore, it is expected 
that the liposome has high affinity with biocell membrane and has high potential as a drug carrier. Recently, the devel- 
opment of liposome formulations aiming at a drug delivery system has been desired not only in the fields of pharmace- 
ticals, but in cosmetics. 

Phospholipid (lecithin) has been used as a liposome forming agent. This is excellent in safety, but is hardly used in 
practical applications because of its poor chemical and physical stabilities. In other words, chemical changes such as 
changes of color and smell occur in long-term storage in the case where liposome is prepared with phospholipid. Also, 
physical changes such as aggregation and precipitation occur after long-term storage or by rehydration after f reeze-dry- 
ing. Because of these problems, liposomes from phospholipid have not been put to practical use. 

It was tried to find other substance which has liposome-forming activity to solve these problems. For example, there 
are publications on dialkyl-type cationic surfactants such as dialkyldimethylammonium chloride (kunitake et al. J. Am. 
Chem. Soc, vol 99, pp860, 1977), POE-type nonionic surfactants such as polyoxyethylene cured castor oil (Japanese 
Patent Application Laid Open No.52-6375/1977, and No.59-16534/1984). Also, there are reported sucrose fatty acid 
esters(Japanese Patent Application Laid Open No.61-207324/1986), glucose fatty acid esters(Japanese Patent Appli- 
cation Laid Open No.4-300820/1991), and glucose alkylether(Japanese Patent Application Laid Open No.59- 
106423/1984), in which sugars are used as a hydrophilic group. However, the stability of these liposomes is not satis- 
factory. 

Also, in order to improve the stability of liposome, sugars such as trehalose are added to liposome(Japanese Pat- 
ent Application Laid Open No.62-500102/1987, and No.62-501631/1987). However, there is no report in which treha- 
lose fatty acid ester is used as a liposome forming agent. 

Meanwhile, there are some report on trehalose fatty acid ester, such as a report on its synthesis (Chem. Pharm. 
Bull, 30(4), pp1 169-1 174(1 982), a report aiming to use trehalose difatty add ester as a surfactant (Japanese Patent 
Application Laid Open No.60-2581 95/1 985 and No. 62-9 1236/1 987), and a report aiming to use it as an antitumor 
agent(Japanese Patent Application Laid Open No.61 -289038/1 986. Chem. Pharm. Bull., vol 25(7), pp1717-1724). 
However, there is no report which discloses or suggests the liposome forming activity. 

A further object of the invention is to provide a liposome which has excellent chemical and physical stabilities such 
as storage stability. 
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The prersent invention is a liposome, characterized in that it has membrane wall composed of a trehalose fatty acid 
ester. 

The present invention is a liposome, characterized in that it has membrane wall composed of trehalose difatty acid 
ester. 

s The present invention wilt be explained further in details below. 

The trehalose fatty acid ester used in the invention can be obtained from trehalose and a fatty acid or ester thereof 
in a known synthesis method, such as by ester exchange reaction between trehalose and a lower alkyl ester of a fatty 
acid. 

The trehalose fatty acid ester can be produced, for example, in a method for the preparation of sucrose fatty acid 
w esters disclosed in US Patent No.2893990 and No.3963699, Japanese Patent Application Laid Open No36-21717/1961 
and No.53-61 30/1 978, all of which are incorporated herein by reference. 

Trehalose may be any of a , a -trehalose, a , p -trehalose or p , p -trehalose or mixtures of two or more of them. 
In these methods, a mixture of mono-fatty acid ester, di-fatty acid ester and tri- or more fatty acid ester of trehalose 
are obtained as reaction products. These products can be isolated by any conventional purification methods. However, 
is the mixture of trehalose fatty acid ester can be used without any purification. 

As the trehalose fatty acid ester, preferred are trehalose poly-fatty acid esters, particularly diesters. The fatty acid 
to compose the trehalose fatty acid ester is preferably those having 8-22 carbon atoms, particularly saturated or unsatu- 
rated higher fatty acids having 10-18 carbon atoms. Examples of those include trehalose caprylate, trehalose nonanate, 
trehalose caprate, trehalose undecanate, trehalose iaurate, trehalose myristate, trehalose palmitate, trehalose stear- 
ic ate, trehalose arachidonaeate, trehalose docosanate, trehalose undecylenate, trehalose oleate, trehalose linolate, tre- 
halose iinolenate, trehalose isostearate, trehalose monohydroxystearate, and trehalose ricinoieate. These fatty acids 
may be used alone or as a mixture. The diesters are not required to be of high purity, and the content of the diesters is 
preferably 30 wt.% or more, based on the total weight of the trehalose fatty acid ester. 

The liposome of the invention may contain unreacted raw materials, i.e. trehalose and fatty acid esters in such an 
25 amount as not to adversely affect the liposome formation. 

The liposome of the invention may be composed of a single species of trehalose fatty acid ester or a mixture of two 
or more species. 

The liposome of the invention may contain sterols, such as cholesterol and cholestanol, as a membrane stabilizer; 
dicetylphosphate, phosphatide acid, ganglioside, stearylamine and so forth, as a charged substance; and a -tocophe- 
30 rol as an antioxidant. These substances may be added preferably in amounts of about 0.01 to about 2.0 weight parts 
per weight part of the trehalose fatty acid ester, but not limited to such a range. 

Any conventional methods for preparing a liposome can be used in the invention. For example, a vortexing method, 
a sonication method, a pre-vesicle method, an ethanol injection method, a French press method, an ether injection 
method, an annealing method, a W/O/W emulsion method, a reverse phase evaporation method and so forth can be 
35 mentioned. Any of them or any combination of them can be used, but not limited to these. 
Preparation in a vortexing method or sonication method will be explained below. 

A trehalose fatty acid ester and a membrane stabilizer and any optional substances are dissolved in an organic sol- 
vent, preferably chloroform, and the organic solvent was evaporated out to form a thin membrane composed of the tre- 
halose fatty acid ester. A buffer solution in which a water-soluble component, etc. were dissolved was added, and was 
40 vortexed at or above its phase transition temperature to strip off the membrane. At this point of time, a polylayer lipo- 
some (MLV) was formed. Then, a single layer liposome (SUV) was obtained by sonication, if desired. 

The liposome of the invention may contain ordinary pharmaceutical components such as water-soluble polymers, 
polyvalent alcohols, preservatives and chelating agents. 

45 Examples 

This invention will be explained further in details in the following Examples, but not limited to those. 
Example A 

50 

One hundred mg of trehalose dilaurate was charged in a 50 ml volume eggplant type f lask. and dissolved by adding 
5 ml of chloroform. Then, this flask was set pn a rotary evaporator, and the solvent was evaporated out slowly so that a 
thin membrane of trehalose dilaurate was formed on the inner wall of the flask. The inside of the flask was then evacu- 
ated by a vacuum pump to be dried for additional 3 hours. Four millilrtres of distilled water were added and shaked at 
55 60 Q C to strip off the thin membrane. Thus, an aqueous cloudy liquid was obtained. In observation by a polarizing micro- 
scope (x 400), particles of 1 -10 m in diameter were seen with "closed lamella structure" which is characteristic of MLV. 
This aqueous liquid was stained with phosphotungstic acid. In observation by a transmission electron microscope (x 
100.000), closed vesicles having about five- to nine-layer membrane structure, i.e., liposomes, were observed. Then, 
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this aqueous liquid was sonicated by a probe-type sonicator for 1 0 min. at 60 °C . In observation by a transmission elec- 
tron microscope as above, SUV's of 50 - 80 nm in particle diameter were observed. 

Example B 

5 

Liposomes were prepared in accordance with the procedures of Example A except that a 1 00 mM aqueous carbox- 
yfluorescein (CF) solution was substituted for distilled water. After MLV's were formed, a liposome solution was gel fil- 
trated to remove CF present in the exterior phase (i.e., not contained in liposomes). Then, liposomes were destroyed 
by adding an aqueous Triton X-100 solution. By measuring the fluorescence intensities before and after the addition of 
10 the aqueous Triton X-100 solution, it was confirmed that CF was trapped in the interior phase (inside the liposomes). 
The retaining efficiency was 15.5%. 

Example C 

is Liposomes were prepared in accordance with the procedures of Example A except that trehalose dipalmitate was 
substituted for trehalose dilaurate. In observation by an electron microscope, it was confirmed that MLV's and SUV's 
were formed. 

Example D 

20 

A mixture of 20mg of trehalose monomyristate, 60mg of trehalose distearate and 20mg of trehalose tri- or more 
stearate was added to 8 ml of ethanol and dissolved by heating at 50 °C . The solution was pressure injected into dis- 
tilled water heated at 60 °C by a syringe. As a result, an aquous translucent solution was obtained. In observation by 
an electron microscope as in Example A, it was confirmed that SUV's were formed. 
25 The results of Examples A-D showed that trehalose fatty acid esters could form liposomes. 

In the following, the liposome of the invention was compared with the liposome of prior art for stability. 

Example E 

30 One gram of Trehalose diundecylenate, 0.5g of cholesterol and 0.2g of dicetylphosphate were charged in a 200 ml 
volume eggplant type flask and dissolved by adding 1 0 ml of chloroform. Then, this flask was set on a rotary evaporator, 
and the solvent was evaporated out slowly so that a thin membrane was formed on the inner wall of the flask. The inside 
of the flask was then evacuated by a vacuum pump to be dried for additional 3 hours. One hundred millilitres of distilled 
water were added and shaked at 60 °C to strip off the thin membrane. Then, this solution was sonicated by a probe- 
rs type sonicator for 10 min. at 60 °C to prepare SUV's. In observation by a dynamic light scattering method, the particle 
diameter was 62 nm. 

Example F 

40 A mixture of 0.2g of trehalose monomyristate, 0.6g of trehalose distearate and 0.2g of trehalose tri- or more stear- 
ate was added to 10 ml of ethanol and dissolved by heating at 50 °C . The solution was pressure injected into distilled 
water heated at 60 °C by a syringe to prepare SUV's. In observation by a dynamic light scattering method, the particle 
diameter was 73 nm. 

45 Comparative Example A 

SUV's were prepared in accordance with the procedures of Example E except that hydrogenated soybean lecithin 
was substituted for trehalose diundecylenate. In observation by a dynamic light scattering method, the particle diameter 
was 59 nm. 

50 

Comparative Example B 

SUV's were prepared in accordance with the procedures of Example E except that sucrose diundecylenate was 
substituted for trehalose diundecylenate. In observation by a dynamic light scattering method, the particle diameter was 
55 70 nm. 

After storing the liposomes which were prepared in Examples E and F and Comparative Examples A and B for 3 
months at 40 °C , the changes of color, smell and particle diameter were examined. The results are as shown in Table A. 

Further, the liposomes were each freeze-dried and rehydrated, and then their particle diameters were measured. 
The results are as shown in Table B. 
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Table A 



Conditions after 3 Month-Storage at 40°C 





color 
change 


foul 
smell 


particle 
diameter ,nm 


Example E 


no 


no 


75 


Exarrple F 


no 


no 


80 


Comp.Ex.A 


yellow- 
ish 


egg 
smell 


159 


Comp.Ex.B 


no 


no 


142 



Table B 



Particle Diameter After Freeze- 
Drying and Re-Hydration 




particle diame- 
ter ,nm 


Example E 


72 


Example F 


77 | 


Comp.Ex. A 


189 


Comp.Ex. B 


112 



Tables A and B show that the liposomes of the invention showed superior stability compared with the liposomes of 
the prior art prepared from hydrogenated soybean lechrtin or sucrose fatty acid ester. 
35 The results of Examples E and F were better than those of Comparative Example B. The reason of these results is 
considerably that the molecular structure of trehalose diundecylenate is more symmetrical than that of sucrose diunde- 
cylenate, which contributes to the stability of the liposomes. 

The liposome of the invention has excellent stability. Also, the liposome of the invention can properly envelop water- 
soluble or oil-soluble drugs and does not suffer from chemical and physical changes. Therefore, the liposome of the 
40 invention is useful in the fields of drugs, quasi-drugs, cosmetics and so forth, and can provide liposome formulations 
suitable for injection drugs, oral medicines, external medicines, lotions, emulsions, creams, essences, and hair tonics. 
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Claims 

1 . A surfactant comprising at least one trehalose-6-fatty acid ester represented by the following formula: 




0 H 



wherein R represents a saturated or unsaturated acyl group having 8-22 carbon atoms, and may have a 
hydroxy group or other substituents. 

2. A surfactant comprising at least one trehalose-6-fatty acid esters selected from the group consisting of 6-(1 0-unde- 
cylenyl)-trehalose, 6-lauroyl-trehalose, 6-stearoyi-trehalose, trehalose monoisostearate, trehalose monodo- 
cosanate, trehalose monolinolenate, trehalose monocaprate, and trehalose monomyristate. 

3. A washing agent comprising the surfactant as claimed in claim 1 . 

4. The washing agent as claimed in claim 3, wherein the washing agent is a hair or skin washing agent. 

5. The washing agent as claimed in claim 3, wherein a content of said trehaIose-6-fatty acid ester is 1-50 wt.%, pref- 
erably 10-35 wt.%. 

6. An emulsion-type cosmetic composition comprising at least one water-soluble polymer selected from trehalose-6- 
fatty acid esters represented by the following formula: 



C H 9 0 R OH 




0 H 



wherein R represents a saturated or unsaturated acyl group having 8-22 carbon atoms, and may have a 
hydroxy! group or other substituents. 

7. An emulsion-type cosmetic composition comprising at least one trehaIose-6-fatty acid ester selected from the 
group consisting of 6-(10-undecylenyl)-trehalose, 6-lauroyl-trehalose, 6-stearoyl-trehalose, trehalose monoisostea- 
rate, trehalose monodocosanate, trehalose monolinolenate, trehalose monocaprate, and trehalose monomyristate, 
and a water-soluble polymer. 
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8. The emulsion-type cosmetic composition as claimed in claim 6, wherein said water-soluble polymer is one or more 
of water-soluble polymers selected from the group consisting of guar gum, roastbean gum, queensseed, cara- 
geenan, galactan, arabic gum, tragacanth, pectin, mannan, starch, xanthan gum, dextrin, succinoglucan, curdlan, 
gelatin, casein, albumin, collagen, methyl cellulose, ethyl cellulose, hydroxyethyl cellulose, hydroxypropyl cellulose, 
5 carboxymethyl cellulose, methylhydroxypropyl cellulose, soluble starch, carboxymethyl starch, methyl starch, pro- 
pylenegiycol alginate, salts of alginic acid, polyvinyialcohol, polyvinylpyrrolidone, polyvinylmethylether, carboxyvinyl 
polymers, sodium polyacrylate, polyethyleneglycol, ethylene oxide/propylene oxide copolymers, cationated cellu- 
lose, sodium chondroitin sulfate and sodium hyaluronate. 

10 9. The emulsion-type cosmetic composition as claimed in claim 6, wherein a content of said trehalose-6-fatty acid 
ester is 0.01-20 wt.%. preferably 0.1-10 wt.% and a content of said water-soluble polymer is 0.001 -40wt.%. prefer- 
ably 0.01-20 wt.%. 

10. The emulsion-type cosmetic composition as claimed in claim 6, wherein said emulsion-type cosmetic composition 
is is a massage cream, a cleansing cream, a skin cream, a foundation cream, a makeup base, a hair cream, a mas- 
sage jelly or a medicinal jelly. 

1 1. A liposome comprising a membrane wall composed of a trehalose fatty acid ester. 

20 1 2. The liposome as claimed in claim 1 1 , wherein said trehalose fatty acid ester is trehalose difatty acid ester. 

13. The liposome as claimed in claim 1 1 , wherein fatty acid of which said trehalose fatty acid ester is constituted is a 
saturated or unsaturated fatty acid which has 8-22 carbon atoms, preferably 10-18 carbon atoms, and may have a 
hydroxyl group or other substituents. 

25 

14. A liposome comprising a membrane wall mainly composed of at least one trehalose fatty acid ester selected from 
the group consisting of trehalose dilaurate, trehalose dipalmitate, trehalose diundecylenate, trehalose dimyristate 
and trehalose distearate. 

30 
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Description 

[0001] The present invention relates to a liposome which is characterized in that it has a wall membrane formed from 
a trehalose fatty acid ester wherein the fatty acid of said trehalose fatty acid ester is a saturated or unsaturated fatty 

5 acid having 10-18 carbon atoms, and which is useful in drugs, quasi-drugs, cosmetics and so forth. 

[0002] Liposome is a closed vesicle whose wall membrane is composed of a lipid bilayer. Natural biomembrane is 
said to have lipid dyad membrane structure. The present iiposeome has biomembrane-like structure. Therefore, it is 
expected that the liposome has high affinity with biocell membrane and has high potential as a drug carrier. Recently, 
the development of liposome formulations aiming at a drug delivery system has been desired not only in the fields of 

10 pharmaceticals, but in cosmetics. 

[0003] Phospholipid (lecithin) has been used as a liposome forming agent. This is excellent in safety, but is hardly 
used in practical applications because of its poor chemical and physical stabilities. In other words, chemical changes 
such as changes of color and smell occur in long-term storage in the case where liposome is prepared with phospholipid. 
Also, physical changes such as aggregation and precipitation occur after long-term storage or by rehydration after 

15 freeze-drying. Because of these problems, liposomes from phospholipid have not been put to practical use. 

[0004] It was tried to find other substance which has liposome-forming activity to solve these problems. For example, 
there are publications on dialkyl-type cationic surfactants such as dialkyldimethylammonium chloride (kunitake et al. 
J. Am. Chem. Soc, vol 99, pp860, 1977), POE-type nonionic surfactants such as polyoxyethylene cured castor oil 
(Japanese Patent Application Laid Open No.52-6375/1977, and No.59-1 6534/1 984). Also, there are reported sucrose 

20 fatty acid esters(Japanese Patent Application Laid Open No.61 -207324/1 986), glucose fatty acid esters(Japanese 
Patent Application Laid Open No.4-300820/1991), and glucose alkylether(Japanese Patent Application Laid Open No. 
59-106423/1984), in which sugars are used as a hydrophilic group. However, the stability of these liposomes is not 
satisfactory. 

[0005] Also, in order to improve the stability of liposome, sugars such as trehalose are added to liposome( Japanese 

25 Patent Application Laid Open No.62-5001 02/1 987, and No.62-501 631/1 987). 

[0006] Meanwhile, there are some report on trehalose fatty acid ester, such as a report on its synthesis (Chem. 
Pharm. Bull, 30(4), pp11 69-1 174(1 982), a report aiming to use trehalose difatty acid ester as a surfactant (Japanese 
Patent Application Laid Open No.60-2581 95/1985 and No.62-9 1236/1987), and a report aiming to use it as an antitumor 
agent(Japanese Patent Application Laid Open No.61 -289038/1 986, Chem. Pharm. Bull., vol 25(7), pp1717-1724). 

30 Furthermore, from Angewandte Chemie International Edition, vol. 23, no. 2, (1984), pages 100-113 liposomes com- 
prising a membrane wall composed of trehalose C3 2 -C 36 -fatty acid ester are known. 

[0007] A further object of the invention is to provide a liposome which has excellent chemical and physical stabilities 
such as storage stability. 

[0008] The prersent invention is a liposome, characterized in that it has membrane wall composed of a trehalose 
35 fatty acid ester, wherein the fatty acid of said trehalose fatty acid ester is a saturated or unsaturated fatty acid having 
10-18 carbon atoms. 

[0009] The present invention is a liposome, characterized in that it has membrane wall composed of trehalose 
C 10 -C l8 - difatty acid ester. 

[0010] The present invention will be explained further in details below. 
40 [0011] The trehalose fatty acid ester used in the invention can be obtained from trehalose and a fatty acid or ester 
thereof in a known synthesis method, such as by ester exchange reaction between trehalose and a lower alkyl ester 
of a fatty acid. 

[0012] The trehalose fatty acid ester can be produced, for example, in a method for the preparation of sucrose fatty 
acid esters disclosed in US Patent No.2893990 and No.3963699, Japanese Patent Application Laid Open 

45 No36-21717/1961 and No.53-61 30/1 978, all of which are incorporated herein by reference. 

[0013] Trehalose may be any of a,ot-trehalose. a,p-trehalose or p.p-trehalose or mixtures of two or more of them. 
[0014] In these methods, a mixture of mono-fatty acid ester, difatty acid ester and tri- or more fatty acid ester of 
trehalose are obtained as reaction products. These products can be isolated by any conventional purification methods. 
However, the mixture of trehalose fatty acid ester can be used without any purification. 

50 [001 5] As the trehalose fatty acid ester, preferred are trehalose poly-fatty acid esters, particularly diesters. The fatty 
acid to compose the trehalose fatty acid ester is a saturated or unsaturated higher fatty acid having 10-18 carbon 
atoms. Examples of those include trehalose caprate, trehalose undecanate, trehalose laurate, trehalose myristate, 
trehalose palmitate, trehalose stearate, trehalose undecylenate, trehalose oleate, trehalose linolate, trehalose lino- 
lenate, trehalose isostearate, trehalose monohydroxystearate, and trehalose ricinoleate. These fatty acids may be 

55 used alone or as a mixture. The diesters are not required to be of high purity, and the content of the diesters is preferably 
30 wt.% or more, based on the total weight of the trehalose fatty acid ester. 

[0016] The liposome of the invention may contain unreacted raw materials, i.e. trehalose and fatty acid esters in 
such an amount as not to adversely affect the liposome formation. 
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[0017] The liposome of the invention may be composed of a single species of trehalose fatty acid ester or a mixture 
of two or more species. 

[0018] The liposome of the invention may contain sterols, such as cholesterol and cholestanol, as a membrane 
stabilizer; dicetylphosphate, phosphatidic acid, ganglioside, stearylamine and so forth, as a charged substance; and 

5 a-tocopherol as an antioxidant. These substances may be added preferably in amounts of about 0.01 to about 2.0 
weight parts per weight part of the trehalose fatty acid ester, but not limited to such a range. 
[0019] Any conventional methods for preparing a liposome can be used in the invention. For example, a vortexing 
method, a sonication method, a pre-vesicle method, an ethanol injection method, a French press method, an ether 
injection method, an annealing method, a W/O/W emulsion method, a reverse phase evaporation method and so forth 

10 can be mentioned. Any of them or any combination of them can be used, but not limited to these. 
[0020] Preparation in a vortexing method or sonication method will be explained below. 

[0021] A trehalose fatty acid ester and a membrane stabilizer and any optional substances are dissolved in an organic 
solvent, preferably chloroform, and the organic solvent was evaporated out to form a thin membrane composed of the 
trehalose fatty acid ester. A buffer solution in which a water-soluble component, etc. were dissolved was added, and 
15 was vortexed at or above its phase transition temperature to strip off the membrane. At this point of time, a polylayer 
liposome (MLV) was formed. Then, a single layer liposome (SUV) was obtained by sonication, if desired. 
[0022] The liposome of the invention may contain ordinary pharmaceutical components such as water-soluble pol- 
ymers, polyvalent alcohols, preservatives and chelating agents. 

20 Examples 

[0023] This invention will be explained further in details in the following Examples, but not limited to those. 
Example A 

25 

[0024] One hundred mg of trehalose dilaurate was charged in a 50 ml volume eggplant type flask, and dissolved by 
adding 5 ml of chloroform. Then, this flask was set on a rotary evaporator, and the solvent was evaporated out slowly 
so that a thin membrane of trehalose dilaurate was formed on the inner wall of the flask. The inside of the flask was 
then evacuated by a vacuum pump to be dried for additional 3 hours. Four millilitres of distilled water were added and 

30 shaked at 60 °C to strip off the thin membrane. Thus, an aqueous cloudy liquid was obtained. In observation by a 
polarizing microscope (x 400), particles of 1-10 urn in diameter were seen with "closed lamella structure" which is 
characteristic of MLV. This aqueous liquid was stained with phosphotungstic acid. In observation by a transmission 
electron microscope (x 100,000), closed vesicles having about five- to nine-layer membrane structure, i.e., liposomes, 
were observed. Then, this aqueous liquid was sonicated by a probe-type sonicator for 10 min. at 60 °C. In observation 

35 by a transmission electron microscope as above, SUV's of 50 - 80 nm in particle diameter were observed. 

Example B 

[0025] Liposomes were prepared in accordance with the procedures of Example A except that a 1 00 mM aqueous 
40 carboxyfluorescein (CF) solution was substituted for distilled water. After MLVs were formed, a liposome solution was 
gel filtrated to remove CF present in the exterior phase (i.e., not contained in liposomes). Then, liposomes were de- 
stroyed by adding an aqueous Triton X-100 solution. By measuring the fluorescence intensities before and after the 
addition of the aqueous Triton X-100 solution, it was confirmed that CF was trapped in the interior phase (inside the 
liposomes). The retaining efficiency was 15.5%. 

45 

Example C 

[0026] Liposomes were prepared in accordance with the procedures of Example A except that trehalose dipalmitate 
was substituted for trehalose dilaurate. In observation by an electron microscope, it was confirmed that MLV's and 
so SUV's were formed. 

Example D 

[0027] A mixture of 20mg of trehalose monomyristate, 60mg of trehalose distearate and 20mg of trehalose tri- or 
55 more stearate was added to 8 ml of ethanol and dissolved by heating at 50 °C. The solution was pressure injected into 
distilled water heated at 60 °C by a syringe. As a result, an aquous translucent solution was obtained. In observation 
by an electron microscope as in Example A, it was confirmed that SUV's were formed. 
[0028] The results of Examples A-D showed that trehalose fatty acid esters could form liposomes. 
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[0029] In the following, the liposome of the invention was compared with the liposome of prior art for stability. 
Example E 

5 [0030] One gram of Trehalose diundecylenate, 0.5g of cholesterol and 0.2g of dicetyl phosphate were charged in a 
200 ml volume eggplant type flask and dissolved by adding 10 ml of chloroform. Then, this flask was set on a rotary 
evaporator, and the solvent was evaporated out slowly so that a thin membrane was formed on the inner wall of the 
flask. The inside of the flask was then evacuated by a vacuum pump to be dried for additional 3 hours. One hundred 
millilitres of distilled water were added and shaked at 60 °C to strip off the thin membrane. Then, this solution was 

10 sonicated by a probe-type sonicator for 1 0 min. at 60 °C to prepare SUV's. In observation by a dynamic light scattering 
method, the particle diameter was 62 nm. 

Example F 

15 [0031] A mixture of 0.2g of trehalose monomyristate, 0.6g of trehalose distearate and 0.2g of trehalose tri- or more 
stearate was added to 10 ml of ethanol and dissolved by heating at 50 °C . The solution was pressure injected into 
distilled water heated at 60 °C by a syringe to prepare SUV's. In observation by a dynamic light scattering method, the 
particle diameter was 73 nm. 

20 Comparative Example A 

[0032] SUV's were prepared in accordance with the procedures of Example E except that hydrogenated soybean 
lecithin was substituted for trehalose diundecylenate. In observation by a dynamic light scattering method, the particle 
diameter was 59 nm. 

25 

Comparative Example B 

[0033] SUV's were prepared in accordance with the procedures of Example E except that sucrose diundecylenate 
was substituted for trehalose diundecylenate. In observation by a dynamic light scattering method, the particle diameter 
30 was 70 nm. 

[0034] After storing the liposomes which were prepared in Examples E and F and Comparative Examples A and B 
for 3 months at 40 °C, the changes of color, smell and particle diameter were examined. The results are as shown in 
Table A. 

[0035] Further, the liposomes were each freeze-dried and rehydrated, and then their particle diameters were meas- 
35 ured. The results are as shown in Table B. 



Table A. 



40 



Conditions after 3 Month-Storage at 40°C 




color change 


foul smell 


particle diameter.nm 


Example E 


no 


no 


75 


Example F 


no 


no 


80 


Comp.Ex.A 


yellowish 


egg smell 


159 


Comp.Ex.B 


no 


no 


142 



Table B. 



Particle Diameter After Freeze-Drying and Re-Hydration 




particle diameter.nm 


Example E 


72 


Example F 


77 


Comp.Ex. A 


189 


Comp.Ex. B 


112 



[0036] Tables A and B show that the liposomes of the invention showed superior stability compared with the liposomes 
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of the prior art prepared from hydrogenated soybean iechitin or sucrose fatty acid ester. 

[0037] The results of Examples E and F were better than those of Comparative Example B. The reason of these 
results is considerably that the molecular structure of trehalose diundecylenate is more symmetrical than that of sucrose 
diundecylenate, which contributes to the stability of the liposomes. 
5 [0038] The liposome of the invention has excellent stability. Also, the liposome of the invention can properly envelop 
water-soluble or oil-soluble drugs and does not suffer from chemical and physical changes. Therefore, the liposome 
of the invention is useful in the fields of drugs, quasi-drugs, cosmetics and so forth, and can provide liposome formu- 
lations suitable for injection drugs, oral medicines, external medicines, lotions, emulsions, creams, essences, and hair 
tonics. 

10 

Claims 

1. A liposome comprising a membrane wall composed of a trehalose fatty acid ester, wherein the fatty acid of said 
15 trehalose fatty acid ester is a saturated or unsaturated fatty acid having 10-18 carbon atoms. 

2. The liposome as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said trehalose fatty acid ester is a trehalose difatty acid ester. 

3. The liposome according to claim 1 , wherein the fatty acid of which said trehalose fatty acid ester is constituted 
20 comprises a hydroxyl group. 

4. The liposome according to claim 1 comprising a membrane wall mainly composed of at least one trehalose fatty 
acid ester selected from the group consisting of trehalose dilaurate, trehalose dipalmitate, trehalose diundecylena- 
te, trehalose dimyristate and trehalose distearate. 

25 

Patentanspruche 

1. Liposom, umfassend eine Membranwand, die aus einem Trehalose-Fettsaureester zusammengesetzt ist, wobei 
30 die Fettsaure des genannten Trehalose- Fettsaureesters eine gesattigte-oder ungesattigte Fettsaure mit 1 0 bis 1 8 

Kohlenstoffatomen ist. 

2. Liposom nach Anspruch 1 , dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass der Trehalose-Fettsaureester ein Trehalose-Difett- 
saureester ist. 

35 

3. Liposom nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die Fettsaure, aus dem der genannte Trehalose- 
Fettsaureester zusammengesetzt ist, eine Hydroxylgruppe umfasst. 

4. Liposom nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass es eine Membranwand umfasst, die hauptsachlich 
40 aus mindestens einem Trehalose-Fettsaureester, ausgewahlt aus der Gruppe, bestehend aus Trehalosedilaurat, 

Trehalose-Dipalmitat, Trehalose-Diundecylenat, Trehaiose-Dimyristat und Trehalose-Distearat, zusammenge- 
setzt ist. 



45 Revendications 

1. Liposome comprenant une paroi de membrane composee d'un ester de trehalose et d'acide gras, dans lequel 
I'acide gras dudit ester de trehalose et d'acide gras est un acide gras sature ou insature ayant 10-18 atomes de 
carbone. 

50 

2. Liposome selon la revendication 1 , dans lequel ledit ester de trehalose et d'acide gras est un ester de trehalose 
et de diacide gras. 

3. Liposome selon la revendication 1 , dans lequel I'acide gras dont est constitue ledit ester de trehalose et d'acide 
55 gras comprend un groupe hydroxyle. 

4. Liposome selon la revendication 1 comprenant une paroi de membrane principalement composee d'au moins un 
ester de trehalose et d'acide gras selectionne dans le groupe constitue du dilaurate de trehalose, du dipalmitate 
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de tr6ha!ose, du diund6cyl6nate de trehalose, du dimyristate de tr6halose et du dist6arate de trehalose. 
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